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Cleansing for Leaders 

Zechariah 3:1–5 (NKJV)  
1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing 
before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to oppose him.   

It's vital we have spiritual insight to what is 'actually' 
happening. What we see with our eyes and what a 
prophet can see can be two totally different things. We 
must have the prophetic insight for all that we do. This is 
essential for the church to be rebuilt and so we move 
forward. If we don't diagnose the problem correctly we 
will fail to treat the problem correctly. Paul said he was 
not as one who 'beat the air'. He knew where to land his 
punches, because he had discernment. Without this we are 
blind and may be exerting a lot of effort but actually not 
making any progress. Traction comes from dealing with 
spiritual realities. 
Joshua, the High Priest, Zerubabel the Governor, and the 
prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, were all engaged in 
building, rebuilding, the House of God (Ezra 5:2). It takes 
leaders, prophets and intercessors to build the church. 
Our highest calling is to stand before the Lord, but we will 
find the devil is there right beside us, at our strongest 
point, our right hand, the position where God holds our 
hand, to oppose us, accuse us, right in the Presence of 
God, when we are the most spiritually vulnerable. He 
stands to oppose at our hand of action, trying to paralyze 
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us from doing what we intend to do, Vision must have 
action. Every leader faces the fears that render them 
inactive.  

There was an opening to the devil, insomuch as Joshua 
had defiled clothing. 
The devil stood close, at his right hand to oppose his work 
representing the people for forgiveness, cleansing and 
blessing. 

2 And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, 
Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! 
Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”   

Joshua has positioned himself before the Lord even 
though he has defiled garments. It is in this position of 
worship that the Lord acts on His servants behalf, 
rebuking the devil. The Lord who builds the church, 
dismisses the devil, on the basis that Joshua has been 
snatched from the heat of battle in which he became 
defiled. 

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. 

Joshua had come boldly to the throne, in his time of need. 
He felt unclean, distressed, guilty and under immense 
condemnation, but still he came to the Lord, to find the 
help he needed. 

The greatest part of this exchange is that the Lord doesn’t 
rebuke Joshua. He rebukes the devil. We would expect 
Joshua to be chided for his defiled garments. Many people 
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would rather rebuke the person, than rebuke the devil, but 
not God. 
It's not the merits of the church that obtains victory over 
the devil. Our victory is simply because of God's choosing.  
'John 15:16 - You didn't choose me. I chose you' 

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was 
standing before the Angel.   

How we appear before men and how we appear before 
God are two very different views. The prophet is called to 
show men how they appear before God. Someone must 
have enough clarity of vision to see and declare what the 
spiritual reality of any situation is. The High Priest was 
naturally clothed in the most beautiful garments in the 
land of Israel. He looked amazing, but before God he 
actually looked filthy. Even though he brought sweet 
smelling incense before the Lord it failed to mask the 
stench of unresolved problems. 
Joshua's role in life placed him before the Lord. He had to 
accept what God was revealing. Under the inspection of 
angels he was discovered wanting. In this state he was 
completely vulnerable to the accusations of the devil 
which echoed daily in his mind, reminding him of sins 
that he was powerless to remove. 
Anyone who has been serving the Lord is going to find 
their garments are torn, dirty, burnt and damaged from 
the war of ministry. All of us have sinned, or been defiled, 
intentionally or unintentionally and need to be cleansed 
and are in need of fresh new garments. 
Another meaning of the passage is that as the High Priest, 
Joshua was 'wearing' the sins of the nation on their behalf 
as Jesus would for us. Also as the High Priest he would 
then offer a sacrifice for both himself and the nation. The 
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men had married foreign wives and this had defiled the 
nation. The devil was attempting to bring accusations and 
destruction against the church on that basis, but God 
removed any opportunity the devil had for attacking the 
church. 
There will always be other people in our world who do 
things that affect us badly. We end up wearing the sins of 
others if we let them affect us. We need to position 
ourselves before God, even when a problem we have is 
not our fault, and rather than be a victim we need to 
accept responsibility to respond in the spirit of Christ. 
Hebrews tells us to come boldly before the Lord to find 
mercy in time of need. A guilty mind threatens to keep us 
from God because we fear the exposure, however, we can 
come boldly knowing His love for us endures and is 
unaffected by anything we do. His actions towards us are 
because of his love for us, not our love for Him. 

4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood 
before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments 
from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed 
your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich 
robes.”   

God speaks to others standing before Him to remove 
Joshua's filthy garments. 
Many times throughout Scripture the Lord supplies 
clothing for His people, Adam and Eve, Isaiah, Disciples 
in an upper room. Here the robes are the costly, gem 
encrusted ornate robes of the High Priest, robes of 
Righteousness, which God has placed upon all of us who 
are in Christ. 
We are told to see ourselves differently, not filthy, but 
clean. 
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5 And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” 
So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the 
clothes on him. And the Angel of the Lord stood by. 

The High Priest wore a turban on his head, then a crown 
upon the turban. The turban obviously was also in need of 
changing. It was also filthy (befouled with excrement).  
The command to change the turban came from Zechariah. 
It was a problem he saw and one he wanted changed. We 
work together with God and He with us in fixing 
problems. It was like a headband to collect the sweat of 
the priest and needed cleansing. 
Our authority (crown) rests on a clean head. The person 
with a defiled mind will eventually forfeit their crown. 
The mind is the battleground for the soul. If we are not 
cleansed in the mind we will again and again be troubled 
by the devil. There is clothing available from God that will 
transform our behaviour and attitude and personal 
spiritual environment. We must also accept and put on the 
new mind God has for us. 
Instead of mentioning that the devil stood at his right 
hand, Zechariah now sees the Angel of the Lord, Christ 
Himself standing by. It would seem that the imputed 
righteousness of Christ had now removed all the 
oppositions of the devil. 
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